
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH612 March 1, 2001
RULE 22. APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES AND

NOTICE OF CONFERENCE MEETINGS

(a) Whenever in the legislative process it
becomes necessary to appoint conferees, the
Chairman shall recommend to the Speaker
as conferees the names of those members of
the subcommittee which handled the legisla-
tion in the order of their seniority upon such
subcommittee and such other committee
members as the Chairman may designate
with the approval of the majority party
members. Recommendations of the Chair-
man to the Speaker shall provide a ratio of
majority party members to minority party
members no less favorable to the majority
party than the ratio of majority members to
minority party members on the full com-
mittee. In making assignments of minority
party members as conferees, the Chairman
shall consult with the ranking minority
party member of the committee.

(b) After the appointment of conferees pur-
suant to clause 11 of Rule I of the Rules of
the House of Representatives for matters
within the jurisdiction of the committee, the
Chairman shall notify all members ap-
pointed to the conference of meetings at
least 48 hours before the commencement of
the meeting. If such notice is not possible,
then notice shall be given as soon as pos-
sible.

RULE 23. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE
HEARINGS AND MEETINGS

(a) Television, Radio and Still Photography.
(1) Whenever a hearing or meeting conducted
by the Committee or any subcommittee is
open to the public, those proceedings shall be
open to coverage by television, radio, and
still photography subject to the require-
ments of Rule XI, clause 4 of the Rules of the
House of Representatives and except when
the hearing or meeting is closed pursuant to
the Rules of the House of Representatives
and of the Committee. The coverage of any
hearing or meeting of the Committee or any
subcommittee thereof by television, radio, or
still photography shall be under the direct
supervision of the Chairman of the Com-
mittee, the subcommittee chairman, or
other member of the Committee presiding at
such hearing or meeting and may be termi-
nated by such member in accordance with
the Rules of the House.

(2) Personnel providing coverage by the
television and radio media shall be then cur-
rently accredited to the Radio and Tele-
vision Correspondents’ Galleries.

(3) Personnel providing coverage by still
photography shall be then currently accred-
ited to the Press Photographers’ Gallery.

(b) Internet Broadcast. An open meeting or
hearing of the committee or subcommittee
may be covered and recorded, in whole or in
part, by Internet broadcast, unless such
meeting or hearing is closed pursuant to the
Rules of the House and of the Committee.
Such coverage shall be fair and nonpartisan
and in accordance with clause 4(b) of House
Rule XI and other applicable rules of the
House of Representatives and of the Com-
mittee. Members of the Committee shall
have prompt access to any recording of such
coverage to the extent that such coverage is
maintained. Personnel providing such cov-
erage shall be employees of the House of
Representatives or currently accredited to
the Radio and Television Correspondents’
Galleries.

RULE 24. CHANGES IN COMMITTEE RULES

The committee shall not consider a pro-
posed change in these rules unless the text of
such change has been delivered or electroni-
cally sent to all member and notice of its
prior transmission has been in the hands of
all members at least 48 hours prior to such
consideration; a member of the Committee

shall receive, upon his or her request, a
paper copy of the such proposed change.
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EVENTS IN THE UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, Ukraine
is a country that was at one time a sat-
ellite of the Soviet Union, and 10 years
ago it moved towards its own independ-
ence. Our President, Ronald Reagan,
stood before the world and said, ‘‘Tear
down that wall.’’ And when the wall
fell there were so many nations across
the Soviet Union who became free, and
Ukraine was one of those nations.

Ukraine, in declaring its independ-
ence, established the rights of its citi-
zens, the same rights that are the bed-
rock of our democracy here in Amer-
ica. Freedom of speech, the right to as-
semble, freedom of press, are rights
that have been granted to the people of
Ukraine, and they are rights that have
been fundamental to the unfolding of
democracy in that country.

A few months ago, a Ukrainian jour-
nalist by the name of Heorhiy
Gongadze, remember that name, it is
an unusual name, but remember it,
Heorhiy Gongadze, a Ukrainian jour-
nalist who challenged the government
of his country, as journalists do here
every day, Georgiy Gongadze was found
dead. His head was cut off. His hands
had their fingerprints removed, obvi-
ously with acid, and his hand was pro-
truding from the shallow grave that his
body had been put in.

After that, tapes were discovered,
tapes that had been recorded by a
member of the Presidential security
staff in Ukraine, tapes were discovered
that had the voice of the President of
Ukraine on those tapes, although the
government denies it is his voice, and
the President of the Ukraine was call-
ing upon someone to get rid of this
journalist; very clear implications
here, very clear implications that the
President of a free nation was involved
in calling for the demise of a reporter
who later on turned up dead with his
head cut off and his fingerprints oblit-
erated.

As a result of this despicable crime,
freedom-loving people in Ukraine
began to protest: protest the govern-
ment, protest what happened in the at-
tack on the free press. They set up, as
a symbol of their protest, a series of
tents that went for a couple hundred
yards down the main street of Kiev, the
capital city. It was very impressive to
see, and it was a protest that came
from all levels of Ukrainian culture
and society, from young and old, from
the political left and the political
right, from the political center, from
nongovernment organizations, mem-
bers of the media, and from members of
the Ukrainian Rada, all involved in
this protest.

The protests had been going on in
this tent city for 2 months. A U.S. con-

gressional delegation led by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
WELDON), a delegation that I was proud
to be a member of, visited Ukraine last
week, and we met with members of the
press who expressed their concern
about freedom of the press, about the
chilling effect which the murder of this
reporter had on free press in Ukraine.

We met with members of the non-
government organizations who ex-
pressed concern about this tendency to
drift away from democracy that the
government had shown. We went, and
some of us visited this tent city and ac-
tually talked to the people.

We had the opportunity to meet with
the President of Ukraine in a 2-hour-
and-15 minute meeting. During that
meeting, the President assured us that
he stood for freedom of press, that he
stood for freedom of speech, that he
stood for the right of assembly, those
same rights that we know so well,
those same rights that were accorded
to the people of Ukraine.

We were asked by the media before
we left, what would happen if, after we
left, these tents came down? Because it
was thought that our presence there
discouraged any effort to remove the
tents.

We found out the answer today, be-
cause once the congressional delega-
tion left, the government ordered the
police to remove the tents, protesters
arrested, tents thrown in the truck. An
area known as Independence Square is
boarded off in Ukraine, boarded off, a
statue of St. Michael sitting in the
middle of that square that is boarded
off, and people cannot even gather to-
gether.

There will be consequences, I say to
President Kuchma, for his denial of the
right of assembly and freedom of
speech in his country. The inter-
national community is watching. The
whole world is watching.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FOLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FOLEY addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MILLER of Florida addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
herafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

ROLE MODELS AND BLACK
HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, promoting

awareness of black history throughout
the month of February allowed all of
us an opportunity to not only learn
from the past, but also remind our-
selves and others about the importance
of practicing acceptance and inclusion.
However, while black history is recog-
nized in February, it does not stop
today, on March 1. If it truly is history
in February, it is also history in March
through January. That is why I decided
to make these remarks today, rather
than in February.

I am pleased that our Nation has cho-
sen to recognize and celebrate the his-
tory of the African American culture.
History teaches us that every culture
and every society endures good and
bad, and it is essential that we con-
tinue to learn from our past.

From the days of early American
statehood, when African Americans
like Harriet Tubman and many others
fought to gain freedom from slavery, to
the inspiring civil rights movement
fostered by the determination of indi-
viduals such as Rosa Parks, Daisy
Bates, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
to our current times today, African
Americans have played a vital role in
America’s history.

Last month, as we celebrated Black
History Month, I was reminded of how
the contributions of African Americans
have had a particular influence on my
life. Growing up during the 1960s and
1970s in south Arkansas in small towns
like Emmet, Hope, and Prescott, I was
fortunate to be among the first genera-
tion to attend integrated public
schools.

Those were difficult times for our Na-
tion, but as the son of public school
educators, I was taught early on that
blacks and whites could live and work
together and value each other’s dif-
ferences.

As many small schools did at that
time, our elementary school in Emmet
combined two grades in each class-
room. The teachers had close relation-
ships with the students, and had a pro-
found influence on our young lives.

I remember that two particular
teachers played a special role in my up-
bringing as a young student, perhaps
because they were both African Amer-
ican, or perhaps because they were sim-
ply warm, caring individuals. Their
names were Velma Rowe and Corrine
Gilbert.

Ms. Rowe and Ms. Gilbert always
went the extra mile to make a dif-
ference in our lives as students, wheth-
er it was providing encouragement
when we were having trouble keeping
up, guidance and discipline when we
stepped out of line, or congratulations
for a job well done.

I may have been too young at that
time to fully understand the history of
racial inequality in our country, but
looking back, they gave me a special
insight into the important role of Afri-
can Americans in our community and
in our society. The impact of their ex-
ample as teachers and as leaders in the

African American community helped
to shape my view, as I grew older, that
we must all work together to accept
each other and respect our differences.

In class, Ms. Rowe and Ms. Gilbert
taught all of us that we were each im-
portant as individuals, no matter what
our race or background, no matter
whether we were rich or poor, and that
we must show respect for all those
around us. They instilled in us the
value of a good education, and that,
with hard work, determination, and a
good heart, we could build a better
world.

On Sunday, February 18, my wife,
Holly, and our two children, Sydney
Beth and Alex, joined me in attending
the black history program at Greater
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in
Arkadelphia, Arkansas. I had the privi-
lege of participating with African
Americans, young and old, in the pro-
gram, which highlighted historical ac-
complishments of African Americans,
named by using each letter of the al-
phabet from A to Z.

The service was a great opportunity
for my family and me to reflect on how
far we have come in the last 150 years
towards the goal of racial harmony in
this country, and yet, how far we still
have to go in the continued battle for
civil justice.

As I told Pastor Lewis Shepherd’s
congregation following the program,
we must continue to reflect on black
history throughout the year as we
work together to foster greater under-
standing so that we can bridge the ra-
cial gaps that still exist in today’s
world.

I can only imagine what it was like
for Ms. Rowe and Ms. Gilbert when
they were growing up in the segregated
South, and what challenges and ob-
structions they had to face each and
every day.

As adults, they used their lives and
experiences to bring people together
and to serve as role models for me and
so many students. Our challenge is to
be the Ms. Rowes and Ms. Gilberts of
today.

f

THE SITUATION IN UKRAINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
WELDON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to continue the efforts
started by my colleagues here this
afternoon regarding the situation in
Ukraine.

I just had the pleasure of leading a
delegation to Russia, Ukraine, and
Moldova, where our primary purpose
was to reestablish strong ties with the
people of those three countries; to an-
nounce, specifically in Ukraine, the es-
tablishment of a new interparliamen-
tary dialogue between the Rada and
the American Congress.

While meeting in Ukraine, we were
scheduled to have a 30-minute meeting
with the President of that country,

President Kuchma. The meeting lasted
for 2 hours and 15 minutes because of
the current turmoil in Ukraine relative
to the murder and the atrocities com-
mitted against a reporter, and the evi-
dence that some have put forth indi-
cating a tape with supposedly or alleg-
edly President Kuchma’s voice order-
ing the assassination of the reporter.

In our meeting with President
Kuchma, we pleaded with him that
Ukraine had to abide by the rule of law
and had to maintain the freedom of the
press in this investigative process. We
offered the support of our Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation to the Ukrainian
government to fully investigate this
incident, so that everyone in the world
would know the facts about this par-
ticular incident.

President Kuchma accepted that
offer of the cooperation of our FBI.

b 1600

We stressed with President Kuchma
the need to maintain the rule of law, as
well as protect the freedom of those to
speak out who were in disagreement
with his government.

He reaffirmed the commitment to
those principles with the seven-mem-
ber delegation that was a part of this
trip. Today we find out, Mr. Speaker,
that the Ukrainian government has
shut down the basic first amendment
rights of the people of that country to
speak out. There had been a peaceful
protest set up in downtown Kiev, where
people from all walks of life in Ukraine
were protesting what they felt was in-
adequate response by the government
to this incident.

While we reaffirmed to President
Kuchma that we were not there to try
to impose our will on the people of
Ukraine, it was absolutely essential
that the rights guaranteed by any de-
mocracy under a Constitution such as
that which Ukraine is now under be
held up and be maintained.

It is absolutely devastating that
today we hear that Ukraine has taken
a step in the wrong direction. Mr.
Speaker, this is not good news for
America. It is not good news for
Ukraine, nor the Ukrainian people.

I call upon President Kuchma and
the Ukrainian government as friends of
Ukraine wanting to support more en-
hanced cooperation to reestablish the
basic principles of a free democracy, to
reestablish the principles of freedom of
speech and freedom of assembly, to re-
establish the principle of the rule of
law, to have a full and complete inves-
tigation of the murder of Mr. Gongadze
wherever it might lead.

Unfortunately, if these steps are not
taken, my prediction is that this Con-
gress will act to send a signal to
Ukraine that we are not happy with
the steps that are being taken to re-
verse the progress that Ukraine has
achieved over the past several years.

Mr. Speaker, as a friend of Ukraine
and a friend of the Ukrainian people, I
plead with President Kuchma to live up
to the standards that he affirmed to
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